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Please charge my Deposit Account No. 502624 the amount of $ 

which covers the fee for an extension of time. A duplicate 
copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of 
any fees associated with this communication or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 502624. A duplicate 
copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to Deposit 
Account No. 502624 any fees under 37 CFR 1.17 which may be 
required under 37 CFR 1.136(a) (3) for an extension of time 
in any concurrent or future reply requiring a petition for 
extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed September 17, 
2003, entry of the following remarks is respectfully requested. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 52 are pending, and have been restricted 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121 into the 31 groups shown on pages 2-15 of 
the Office Action mailed September 17, 2003. The Office Action 
also indicates that one sequence must be elected for 
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examination, depending upon which group of claims is elected, as 
set forth in bold text on pages 2-25 of the Office Action. 

Applicants traverse the restriction and election of 
sequence requirements for the reasons stated below. 
Nevertheless, in order to be responsive to the Office Action, 
Applicants elect the invention of Group 4, claims 14 to 21 and 
23, for examination. In addition, Applicants elect SEQ ID NO: 16 
(human IRAK- 4) for examination with respect to the claims of 
Group 4. Applicants point out that claims 17 to 21 and 23 
recite IRAK-4 sequences, while claims 14 to 16 as filed do not 
recite an IRAK-4 sequence. Applicants reserve the right to 
pursue prosecution of non-elected subject matter in one or more 
related applications that claim the benefit of priority to the 
subject application. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the sequence election 
requirement with respect to nucleic acid molecules encoding 
amino acid sequences SEQ ID NOS:6, 16 and 26 because each of 
these sequences corresponds to a form or domain of human IRAK-4. 
Specifically, as is set forth in the specification, SEQ ID NO: 16 
corresponds to a long form of human IRAK-4 (page 106, lines 15- 
21); SEQ ID NO:26 corresponds to a short form of human IRAK-4 
(page 106, lines 22-23 and page 128, lines 15-18); and SEQ ID 
NO: 6 corresponds to the death domain of human IRAK-4 (page 106, 
lines 27-30) . Therefore, a search of prior art in relation to 
SEQ ID NO: 16 will reveal art relevant to SEQ ID NOS:26 and 6. 
Thus, search and examination of nucleic acid molecules encoding 
amino acids SEQ ID NOS:6, 16 and 26 would not pose an undue 
burden on the Examiner. 
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Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction 
requirement with respect to the division of the claims of 
elected Group 4 from those of Group 1. Applicants submit that 
while the claims of Group 4 are patentably distinct from those 
of Group 1, a thorough search of Group 4 claims will identify 
art relevant to Group 1. In this regard, the claims of Group 4 
are directed to nucleic acid molecules while the claims of 
Group 1 are directed to isolated polypeptides encoded by the 
nucleic acid molecules of Group 4. A thorough search of the 
recited nucleotide sequences will include a search of 
polypeptides encoded by the sequences. Specifically, any 
nucleotide sequences identified in a search can be readily 
translated into corresponding amino acid sequences. For this 
reason, Applicants submit that search and examination of the 
claims of Groups 4 and 1 together would not impose an undue 
burden on the Examiner. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the above remarks, Applicants elect the 



claims of Group 4 (claims 14 to 21 and 23) with respect to 
nucleic acid molecules encoding human IRAK-4 sequence SEQ ID 
NO: 16, and request that the Examiner also consider nucleic acid 
molecules encoding IRAK-4 amino acid sequences SEQ ID NOS:6 and 
26. Applicants further request that the Examiner reconsider the 
restriction requirement and examine the claims of Group 1 
together with those of elected Group 4. Should the Examiner 
have any questions, he is invited to call Cathryn Campbell or 
the undersigned agent. 
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